Calcndar o{: EVCI’!tS May 2005 Preservation Month: Restore America: A
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Heritage: Mechanically Advantaged: Gears, Levers & Sinday, May 1, Stanford Historical Society Spring Home l
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free admission. homes and gardens featured in the book. Information on

) ) tickets and registration will be available in March on the
First Sunday of each month (except for this year when the Stanford Historical Society Web site: http:/histsoc.stan- omer venue:
February meeting will be on January 30)—Palo Alto ford.edu. The House Tour Committee is also seeking

Historical ASSQCiations 2 p.m., Lucie Stern Community docents and volunteers; contact Susan Sweeney, 650-324- I I 3 ’ b

Center, 1305 Middlefield Road. 1653, or susan.sweeney@stanford.edu/ alo tO S IStO l'y u

Los Altos History Museum. Open Thursday—Sunday, Ongoing—Walking Tours of Downtown, Professorville,

noon to 4 p.m., 51 South San Antonio Road, Los Altos, College Terrace, or Homer Avenue. $20 per docent The Homer Avenue

(650) 948-0427. Free. 4 corridor is a treasure

trove of historically
significant buildings.
The 1916 Palo Alto Woman’s Club,
the century old St. Thomas Aquinas
| Church, the Williams House, and

group of up to 10 people. To arrange a tour, call (650) 328-
5670. or visit www.pastheritage.org for contact information.

PAST Web site:  www.pastheritage.org Art/Photos: Carolyn George, § many buildings dating back to the

PAST Hotline:  (650) 299-8878 Juana Briones Heritage Foundation 1920’s and earlier give a sense of

Editor: ity i Contributors: Gra'ce Hinton, Dia'nne MacDaniels, Palo Alto as it used to be. Several
Emily Renzel, Gail Woolley new developments are about to

strengthen this historic hub.

In recent years the historic Williams House was trans-

| formed into the Museum of American Heritage, where
there are both permanent and rotating exhibits of American 2
life in the past. The Museum has had special exhibits on the history and evolutlon of
bicycles, radios, toys, home appliances, and many other interesting parts of
Americana.

PAST News

Palo Alto Stanford Heritage
P.O. Box 308
Palo Alto, CA 94302

Very soon, just across the street on the old Palo Alto Clinic site, our new Heritage
Park will be officially opened . This two-acre park will provide welcome open space
and areas to play for families south of downtown.

PAST Heritage is a nonprofit organization advocating the
preservation of the historic architecture, neighborhoods, and
character of the greater Palo Alto Stanford area.

And, adjacent to the park, efforts are underway to establish Palo Alto’s own
AR History Museum in the Birge Clark designed Roth Building at the corner of Homer
and Bryant ‘The Hlstory Museum Board is about to launch a major fundraising campaign to make this
WHAT'’S INSIDE Museum a reality. They have about two years to raise the $5.5 million needed to restore the Roth Building and
transform it into a first class museum about Palo Alto and Stanford. ‘
Heritage Park 1 In addition to the proposed capital fund, the Board already has a
commitment for a million dollar endowment. Currently Palo Alto is
sy ON€ Of only two cities in
& Santa Clara County that do
8 not have their own local his-
tory museum. We look for-
ward to seeing this vision
| become a reality.
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Juana Briones Foundation
Holiday House Tour Highlights
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T/wc (Caroline (hronicles

Hooray for a wonderful community event! Our
Holiday house tour was spectacular this year with
grand old houses and a new neighborhood to
explore. Congratulations to all, organizers, home-
owners and worker bees, who made this tour joy-
ously memorable. We would not be able to pro-
duce an event on this scale without you. The five
commanding houses provided us with a privi-
leged view into days gone by. As always, it was
fun to stroll and visit with lots of you. Special
thanks to Grace Hinton who made it all happen.

Heritage Park on Homer Avenue, next to our
future History Museum, is looking very much
like an early park in Palo Alto might have, with-
out the play structures and amenities, which have
yet to appear. It’s nice to see it green and pastoral
without the dirt and construction debris.

Looking ahead, we are gearing up for
Preservation Month in May. The National Trust
has expanded the idea of Preservation Week and
this hopefully will allow us to not only enjoy our
own events but be able to participate more fully
in those hosted by neighboring communities. We
will keep you informed thru the PAST hotline and
our webpage as May approaches.

We are researching century old homes and
would love for you to join us at the historic files
in the library, either to research your own home
or to help with those currently approaching the
century mark.

One event on the calendar is the Stanford
Historical Society’s Spring Home and Garden
Tour, which promises to show us more of the res-
idential campus. It will also be an opportunity to
purchase books about the campus. The Tour takes
place May 1st from one to four in the afternoon.

Here’s hoping 2005 is a year in which we lose
none of our precious heritage and see some of our
sites restored.

Happy New Year,
Caroline Willis
President, PAST Heritage

Wantccl:

Owncrs of 1 905 houses.

Was your house built in 19057 We’re busily
researching to discover all 1905 homes so you and
they can be honored during Preservation Month in
May, but we may not know of your house. Please con-
tact us if your home was built in 1905 (or earlier, if we
missed it).

Do you have a talent for research? Love to solve
mysteries? Use your talents to help research Palo
Alto’s centennial homes. Call Marilyn Bauriedel,493-
1364 , or Frankie Campos, 327-7197, to get started.
We’d love to have you on board.

Our list of 1905 houses is growing and to start the list
we have:

209 Cowper Street
1078 Forest Avenue (Rosedale Manor)

Built in 1905 at 209 Cowper Street.

Toni Wisman &
David Schwartz
Janet Witharm
James Work
Caroline Zlotnick

Individual Members
ACS Architects & Atelier
Marian Adams
Marsha Alper

Brigid Barton

Mrs. Paul V. Bearce
Martin Bernstein
Vivian Blomenkamp
Betty Ann Boeving
Kathryn Bowden
Gloria Brown
Pauline Brown
Marda Buchholz
Wileta Burch
Yvonne Burtness
Richard Cabrera
Carolyn Caddes

Edi Carrick

Phyllis Cassel

Allen Co. Public Library
Olive F. Cook

Peter Corning

Linda Craig

Robyn Crumly

Jean Dawes

Merry Edwardson
Ellen Ehrlich

Anne Ercolani
Bambi Fernandez
Margaret Feuer
Jessie Gaspar

Jean Johnson Gee
Kate Godfrey
Alayne Greenwald
Alice Wilder-Hall

G. Robert Hamrdla
Nonette Hanko

Leni Hazlet

Ruta & Jeffrey Henard
Ann Hendy

Muriel Herhold
Jerry Oyarzo Hickey
Carol Hubentha
Yoriko Kishimoto
Gail Klein

Kat Kohlsaat
Karen Kolling
Peggy Kramer
Marion Krause
Marguerite Ladner
Barbara Lawson
Nancy Lund
Ellie Mansfield
Suzanne Mantell
Mary Marsden
Barbarta Mason
Nancy Merritt
Marcia Miller
Mary Minto
Patrick Moran
Carol Murden
Debbie Nichols
Mildred Oberkotter
Sharon Olson
Janet Peacock
Enid Pearson
Merry Phillips
Jean Ramacciotti
Jane Reber
Emily Renzel
Nancy Rhea
Terry Rice
Louise Roche
Dick Rosenbaum
Nancy Runyon
Marcia Ruotolo
Mutsuko Saito
Margo Schmidt
Rosalie Shepherd
Lynette Skelton
Lydia Sloan
Ruth Sloan
Kerry Spear
Robin Sutton
Jan Thomson
Betsy Tullis
Natalie Wells
Connie West
Lanie Wheele
Brian Williams
Susan Bright Winn
Diana Wirt

Gail Woolley
Janet Wrigh
Robert C. Wrisley
Kris Zavoli

5uggcstions
Welcomel!

What neighborhoods
would you like to visit on
a future Holiday House
Tour? What about your
home? We are open for
new ideas. Please e-mail
Caroline Willis at
pastheritage@mac.com
or leave a message on
our hotline, 299-8878.

Caroline Willis, President
Marilyn Bauriedel, Vice President
Aino Vieira da Rosa, Secretary
Dave Bubenik, Treasurer

PAST Heritage Board of Directors

Betty Britton
Ralph Britton
Frankie Campos
JudyAnn Edwards
Laura Ferrell

Carolyn George
Grace Hinton
Dianne MacDaniels
Debbie Nichols
Carolyn Pierce

Emily Renzel
Carmen Saura
Steve Staiger
Natalie Wells
Alice Wilder-Hall




WELCOME NEW AND RENEWING

MEMBERS

PAST Heritage has more than 300 members for the
2004-2005 year. Our membership and our effectiveness

continues to grow.

We appreciate every one of you and welcome your par-
ticipation in our many special projects. Volunteers are
always needed. We hope you’ll plan to participate in
Preservation Month activities this May.

Emily Renzel
Membership Chair

LIFE MEMBERS
James E. Baer &

Lucy Little
Tom & Sarah Clark
Kay Culpepper
Joseph & Meri Ehrlich
Pria Grave &

George Koerner
Eleanor & Bruce Heister
Ernest & Mildred Mario
Roger L. McCarthy
Leslie McLaren

PATRONS
Bern Beecham &
Cheryl Lathrop
Olive & John Borgsteadt
David & Patricia Bubenik
Laura Ferrell &
Woodenwings Builders, Inc.
Betsy Gifford
Kelly & Randy Hicks
Joseph & Nancy Huber
Dorothy & Joel Kaplan
Joan & John MacDaniels
John Perkins
William & Carolyn Reller
V. Gwen Weisner
Deborah & Peter Wexler
H. Caroline Willis &
James Cook
Tom & Ellen Wyman
George Zimmerman

Sponsors

Barbara Baer

Beth Bunnenberg

Betsy & David Fryberger
Betty Gerard

Joseph Houghteling
Maureen & David Kennedy
Karen & Bruce McCaul
Mary Pat & Robert McLean
Sandy & Jerry Peters
Daniel Stern & E. Moder-Stern

Margaret Stone
Linda & Tom Vlasic

Family Memberships
Shirley & Irven C. Adams
Josephine &

Christopher Arnold
Becky & Ted Baer
Marilyn & Bill Bauriedel
William & Susan Beall
Bill & Sue Beaver
Jack & Nancy Bellin
Ann & John Bender Alfred
Bernal & Liz Lillard-Bernal
Jane & Bill Bloom
Bonnie & William Blythe
Jane & Christopher Botsford
Mary Sarah Bradley
Marjorie Bridges
Betty & Ralph Britton
Ed & Char Bucholtz
Frankie & Carlos Campos
Robert & Susan Christiansen
Christine Clark
Dr. Sondra Clark
Linda & Dean Clark
Marc & Margaret Cohen
Stacy & Tod Cohen
Karen & Allan Connel
Wendy Crowder
Vanessa Davies
Patricia & John Davis
Stephanie & John Day
Arline & Peter Dehlinger
James & Shirley Eaton
Patricia & Jackson Eaves
Alice Erber & Robert Steinberg
Leif & Sharon Erickson
Robert Eustis & Phyllis Willits
Lynne & Tim Farrell
Annete & Gary Fazzino
Margaret Ann & Don Fidler
Shirley & Carl Finfrock
Herbert & Alice Fischgrund
Ancy Fletcher

Michael Flexer & Caroline Hu
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Foerster
Barbara & Win Foster
Pat Frankenfield
Bob & Betty French
Mel Froli
Carolyn & Brian George
Ellen Grandvette
Marlene & Wayne Grove
Christine Hammer
Ruth & Ben Hammett
Peggy & Tom Hanks
Lauri Harper
Gwen & Michael Havern
Nancy & Hank Heubach
Grace & Stephen Hinton
Carol A. Hoshizaki &
George Brooks
Anne Houghteling
Charles & Gail Howell
Lu Isaacs
Robert & Joan Jack
Barbara & Bob Jackson
Ray & Eleanora Jadwin
Linda Jensen & David Yoon
Pat & Dean Johnson
Joan B. Johnston
Tom & Madge Jordan
Melissa W, King
Pamela Kirkbride
Liz & Rick Kniss
Fred Kohler &
Kuo-Jung Chang
Hal & Iris Korol Ruth &
Richard Lacey
Claire Lauing
Judy Leahey
Richard Leask &
Barbara Means
Helen & Al Lechner
Peter Levin & Lisa Voge-Levin
Mary Jo Levy
Janet & Mike Leyte-Vidal
Carolyn Long
Janet & Lester Loops
Cornelia & James Lovette
Barbara & William Lucas
Dianne MacDaniels &
David Jones III
Carol Malcolm &
Richard Brand
Gary Mandelstam
Joyce McClure &
Andrew Hertzfeld
Walt & Mary McCullough
Jeanne McDonnell
Bill McElhinney
Paula McFarland &
Bart Anderson
Bob & Harriet Moss

Dena Mossar & Paul Goldstein
Celiene O’Hara
Betty Oen
Vic & Mary Ojakian
Jean & Franklin Olmstead
Barbara A. Peters
Howard & Sally Peters
Carolyn & Steve Pierce
Bonnie & David Pollard
Mrs. Gordon L. Poole
Katherine Preas
Helen N. Proctor &
Penny Proctor
Ray M. Purpur
Anna M. Ranier &
Stephen P. Boyd
Caroline Razzano
Dan & Lois Rehor
Lorinda & Tim Reichert
Dorothy Reller
William Reller
Jeannette Remmel
Jenifer A. Renzel
Steve Reyna & Aysen Kutlu
Diane & Joe Rolfe
Linda Romley-Irvine &
Perry Irving
Steven & Karen Ross
Richard Roth
Shulamith Rubinfien
Ruth Running
Ed Salsbury
Sandy & Joe Santandrea
Charles G. Schulz &
Claire B. Taylor
Joy & Dick Scott
Judie Siddall
Virginia & Anthony Siegman
Sandra & David Siegmund
Andrea B. Smith
Curtis & Barbara Smith
Ellen F. & Dennis H. Smith
Gerald L. & Gracia J. Smith
Steve & Luana Staiger
June & Scott Stauter
Nancy Steege
Chris & Jana, Reed &
Hayley Stevens
James Storey
Marilyn Sutorius
Anthony Tam
Louise Thursby
Joan Urquhart
Ron & Catherine van Zuylen
Aino Vieira da Rosa
Barbara & Scott Wallace
Cindy & John Wallbrink
Len & Hilda Weisberg
Marian Wells
Jesse & Esther Wilson

Juana Priones ~ chp Her
Doors to Historg Opcn!

The Juana Briones Heritage Foundation, has
launched a campaign to acquire Juana’s historic adobe
house and restore it as a living history center. Now is
your chance to step forward and lend a hand, as the
Foundation gathers signatures of support. The names
of individuals will eventually be posted on the web site
at www.brioneshouse.org and included in grant appli-
cations. By completing and returning the enclosed yel-
low endorsement card you demonstrate the depth of
interest in this historic house and the remarkable life of
Juana Briones.

Momentum is already building for saving this unique
resource, as letters and emails have arrived from
California history professors, from Latino leaders as
far away as Washington, D.C., as well as a curator of
the Smithsonian Museum. Many of the messages echo
a common theme— the place of women in history.
Molly Murphy MacGregor, who served on a
Congressional Commission to study women’s historic
sites in the United States and who is president and co-
founder of The National Women’s History Project
writes:

Our findings were distressful. Women's land-
marks and women's historic sites are disap-
pearing at an alarming rate. California, with
the greatest population in the country, has
among the fewest sites. But now we have the
opportunity to save the home of Juana
Briones and set her life and work in the con-
text of California history. Establishing her
home as an historic site honors all the
California women who wove and held the
fabric of our state together. Juana Briones’
story, her difficult life and hard work, is a
testament to the spirit of California women
as builders and dreamers.

i “ | Children on a school trip to the Juana Briones House.
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History Professor Al Camarillo of Stanford
University, a member of the Juana Briones Heritage
Foundation Board, says about the importance of sav-
ing Juana’s house. “...Juana Briones is such
an important part of California’s 19th
century past. The only remaining phys- £
ical reminders of her legacies of /
humanitarianism, integrity, resource-
fulness and enterprise are embedded
in the walls of a historic structure that
now faces destruction.”

Once the house is permanently
saved from demolition, the Juana
Briones Heritage Foundation’s long-term g
vision includes “opening a door to history”,
by restoring the home’s historic architectural form and
restoring the grounds with native plants, a vegetable
garden and fruit trees. The teaching power of the house
is immeasurable because it lends itself to changing
exhibits about the architectural roots of early earthen
buildings, archaeology, native California plants, and
other relevant topics that show themes of continuity
and change in California history as various groups
interacted.

After the property is restored, the Foundation’s next
step is to “help our past inform our future”, with the
creation of a children’s program that moves beyond the
pages of history books, to pass on the story of this
enterprising woman. Another component of the pro-
gram would be a scholar-in-residence for women’s
studies. That scholar would not just be at work in a
university, but be committed to bringing history out
into public space through discussions, sharing of fam-
ily and oral histories, and activities.

In addition to gathering signatures of support, the
Foundation is building a team of individuals with pro-
fessional experience in real estate law, mediation,
preservation, community leadership, and grant writing
to raise funds and negotiate a sales agreement with the
owners. The Foundation feels confident that when the
owners (who have never occupied the property) under-
stand the importance of this house to women’s history,
negotiations can move forward.

If Juana Briones’ house could talk, it would have
many stories to tell. By returning the yellow card you
raise your voice to help ensure Juana’s house does get
a voice in bringing history alive. Interested in joining
this effort? Please contact the Foundation at their web
site—www.brioneshouse.org.




Archltcctural Detanls on .San Juan Hl“
-E %lous houses, cooperative weather, and the |
: p— unique Stanford setting brought out a large and

iﬁz ’! enthusiastic crowd for PAST’s 17th annual Holiday House
i\ e e

Tour. Several representatives of the original families, sub-
Q

sequent owners, and their descendents attended for a
glimpse into the past. One of the aims with this annual
event is to show how modern families can live comfort-
ably in old houses, combining sensitive remodeling with
sensible preservation—each of these houses showed that
spirit admirably.
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We distributed over 700 tickets for this very successful
event! PAST used part of the proceeds toward our prom-
ised gift of $5000.00 to the Stanford Historical Society to
further their research into the history of the many historic
houses on campus. The check was presented and gracious-
ly accepted at January’s Stanford Historical Society meet-
ing.
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e

It was wonderful to collaborate with the Society on this I]: L
event, and we hope to have another opportunity to do so in
the future. We are grateful to all the docents from both PAST and the SHS
who volunteered their time. Special thanks to Marian Adams of the
Society’s Historic Houses Committee for
her enthusiasm about the houses and
commitment to the project.
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Grace Hinton




