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JUANA BRIONES HOUSE

Old wisteria vines adorn porch.

The effort to preserve this rare historic propeny dating 1o the
1840: when Califormia was sl part of Mexico 15 the mission of
the Juana Briones Heritage Foundation, When the present owners
applied for a demaolition permit in November 1998, concernad
residents gathered and eventually formed the Foundation, a not-
for-profit corporation.

The City refused (o issue a demolition permit because the house
is under a Mills Act contract requiring maintenance and public
access im return for almost complete cancellation of property
taxes, The owners swed and the City counter sued,

The tral w senle the suit was set o occur on March 26th.
Instead of starting the ral, Judge Herlihy spent the day talking
with each side trying to settle the case by arbitration, His point,
and the Foundation agrees with him, is that resolving the current
dispute will vield only a temporary solution since the owner can-
celled the Mills contract January 1998 making it effective January
2008, Regardless of the owtcome of the trial, the owners will be
able o demolish the house in 2008,

The week before the mnal the owners made an offer o the
Foundation to provide a half acre of sloping property at the cor-

ner where Old Adobe Road tums to the left so the house could be
moved toa new location. The foundation decided not 1o be a party
to the offer. Working with the Judge, the owners added S350,000
to ihe half acre and ihe Judge instructied the City allorneys o lake
the offer to the City Council. When consulted by the Cuty, the
Foundation determined that moving the house would severely
dimimish its historic value and make it difficult to raise funds for
the project, The Foundation then suggested the Council make a
counter offer to swap an acre of Esther Clark Park which is direct-
Iy across the road from part of the Briones house property for the
Briones house and land.

The Council agreed at a closed session in May to investigate the
land swap, Apparently they agreed with the Foundation that the
seiting plaved a sigmificant role in conveying the history of the
house and i residents and that swapping an acre of the 22-acre
Esther Clark park for the one and one-half acre Briones property
was a solution worth investigating, The park is located in the
southwest commer of Palo Al and borders mostly on Los Altos
Halls. OF Palo Ale’s more than 33 parks, Clark park is exceaded
in size only by the Foothills and Baylands parks. 1t is undeveloped
and enjoved primarily by the homeowners adjacent to the park.
The task now for both the Foundation and the City is to develop a
proposal for the use of the house and estimates of the cost of
restoration and funding sources so the Council can make a deci-
sion, This process will probably take several months,

To learn more, you may go 1o the Foundation™s web
site at www.brioneshouse.com. Ifyou wouldlike to
help in some way, please call the President,
Gaill Woolley, 327-4977,
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER

This is my first message as president of PAST
Hermage, Perlaps 1 should stam by introducing
mysclf o the many of you | have not met,

| have lived in Fale Alko since 1970, having
arrived from histone sswh contral Colorado o do
praduate work i clectrical engineering at Stanford
Umiversity, and infending (o returm. Insicad, 1'm al
my Palo Al thied sklrcss—a well conserved
1905 Craftsman bungalow at 420 Homer Avense-
—with mo plans o move.

“Ideally, preser-
vation would be
achieved at the
individual
level.."

I have always felt an atachneent to histonic sites
and ihe stories they represend, whech | amatially

indulged by exploring ghost towns and abandoned

ranches and mines near my former Colorado

home. But 1 became mvolved in acal preservation only in
1995, when Karen Holman recruited me to PAST {many thanks,
Karen). My initiation consisted of helping promote the recent
new preservalion erdinance, and then serving on the Neighbors
for Preservation stcening commities 1o defend i in the Measure
G referendum. | joined the PAST board last year.

Being so new to this job, and believing in collective decisions
and actions, | have no st agenda, It is my intent to camry on and
baild upon the solid organization that Pria Graves and her pred-
ecessors have built, and which the Board has entrusted to me. |
ke that tmust very senously,

Bt 1| have some ideas, Oor most cssenfinl activity may be fo
expand PART's oulreach and edization program to promade
preservation at the idividual and commumity levels. ldeally,
preservation would be achieved at the individual level; we have
nafahle examples of this in Pale Alto. But where thal dees not
wiark, i is up lo the commumaty to decide what of its character
and herilage are important 10 it and take fair, reasonable steps
fo defend aguinst the pressures of the day. For this bo sutceed,
however. the community must first buy into the value of and
necessiky for peeservation, Cur mission should be o promate
that awareness. The recent “Living with History™ outreach to
owners of historic homes was a sound beginning. We must build
from it

Another possible direction for PAST is, quite literally, new.
The architecture of the nid twenticth century 15 gaming recop-
nitkon i preservationist circles, {(Who would have thought o
then—thase “futunstic” colored ¢llipses, ogives, and freeforms
speared on vertical poles; those canted bird’s beak roofs over
aluminum and glass walls; those Exchlers.) Especnlly thoss
Eichlers, of which Palo Alto has many fine examiples. complete
with aficionados. Our Greenmeadow Eichler neighborhood tour
during this years Preservation Week was a huge suceess, We
may have a whole new, maderm ield o grow imo. Why no?

Oh, yes, | expect we'll host our treditional Holiday House
Tour this December, and we'll certainly celebrate Preservation
Woek next May.

It's going 10 be a good vear. Let's move on with i
David Bubenik, President




CRUNCHING PALO ALTO—A DEMOLITION UPDATE
o

PAST Heritage completed its project of
iracking building demolitions in Palo
Al last March, after gathering two years
of data. This dave corresponds bo one year
after the defent of Measure G making the
socond year of special interest. We con-
sidered only what was being demolished,
nod what replaced it That iz a separate
story, and lacks the urgeney of a building
aboust to dizappear,

Dhirimg thee first year, 62 baildings went
down. The toial in the second was 138, an
increase of 12325 a mate of double and
then some.

Incredilaly, and very fonumaely, none of
these 138 was one of the historic build-
ings on the current Pale Alle respurce
list. Howeever, we have rol compared (e
demalition list against the recent Dames
and Moore survey.

S0 what went down where? The adja-
cent map tells part of the siory. Each irni-
angle shows an individual razng: ihe
threc-sguanes icons indicate clusiers too
closely pached 1o register individually,

Drermolition fever lit the city Gairly uni-
formly. A nowable cluster occurs in
Barron Park: Old Palo Alto also seems to
have mare than s shane. College Terrace
and Professorville were relatively spared.
A surprising number oocurred in the eela-
tively newly built anca south of Oregon
Avenue,

The typical doomed weable structure
seemied to be a small house on a relative-
Iy large lot, where a langer home could be
barilt.

Accompanying this arficle is a lmited
photo gallery. We had planned to gather
many more, but the project proved
bevond the capabilitics of our [
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= Map of buitding demalition permits lssued [n Pale Alte from March 1999 to Apell 20070,

Triangles show individual sites; tri-square icons mark closely spaced clusters.

hard working voluntesr shunerbyg army
{many thanks, Natalic Wells), The con-
struint was time - o properly filled out
demalition  permit  was  frequenly
approved on the same day it was applied
for, We could seldom responed 10 that
schedule, and oo often all thar was lefi
e photograph wis a prle of mbble o o
leale in the ground,

But why did the post-G demo wave
completely spare our hisonig inventoryT
We have not figured the exact odds

against that, but a sough estmate puls
them ar mauch beter than even, The
repricve is therefore unlikely to have
oecurred by chanee, Could the Measure
(i debate have roised some beneficial
COMSCIOUSHESS in aur commamty” After
all, enly 25% of our registered voters
actively rejected it Maybe we can take
hope and maove forward from that,

In amy event, we're happy o pas this
project behind us,

il Brebyrnik




The fowr El Escarpado Circle houses. boill boginning in 1927 In dhe Tudor slylo foalure
shooply pliched goblod roals tall, nirrow windows offon in groups with leaded mutiens, -
impariant chimnoys

' FOUR BUSINESS SCt
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ON JUNE 24, ABOUT 100 PAST MEMBERS ATTENDED =
THE PARTY HELD IN THEIR HONOR TO THANK THEM
FOR THEIR SUPPORT THIS PAST YEAR.



The renovatipn architecl with' Jint andSusan Sweenay.
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RESCUING CUPERTINO'S OLDEST VICTORIAN-ERA HOME

Within the last vear, our neighboning
Cuperting Historical Society saved the
last of ihe old Cuperiine area Victorian-
era homes from demolifion by punchasing
it froan the Catholic Diocese of Sam Jose
fior 51040, The Diccese had sold most of
the land around e home, te formice St
Joseph's Seminary, 1o housing develop-
er, and ihe house would have been turmed
over bo ihe developer os well and demol-
ishied without ithe sgreement reached with
ihe Histoncal Society.

According 1o Eihel Wom, Execufive
irecior of the Cuperting Historical
Museum, ihe Snvder-Hammond Houwse,
dating from 1881, was a wedding present
from John Swyder 10 hiz daughter, who
prisricd & D Hamimsomnd i the late 190
cemtury. Ars. Wom reports that John
Smwder came b ihis area in 1840 amnd
moved ito idhe Pocal foothills to famm.
MMembers of the Hammond farmily lived
in the home until 1920, after which it was
owned by another family who rented it
until recent yvears as a ranch hoase amid
their large farming operation in the
Cuperting  fopihills. The house, which

was once part of Snyvder’s vast ranch of
over | 200 acres, perches near the top ofa
hill and has an unobstncted view of the
whale Santa Clara YValley.

The Cuperiing Histoncal Sociciy was
able o buy one acre of properiy along
with the home. Visible from ihe upper
roads of the
Ciate af
Heawven
Cemelery
near Rancho
San  Antonio
County  Park
amd Crpem
Space
Preserve (ofl
Foothill Bivd.
and  Cristo
Rey D), ithe
house is
siruciurally
sound and in
good comdition. The Historical Society
has earmarked funds and iz sceking
arpther grant 10 be able 1o perform a seis-
mie reirohit on the dwelling.

Future dreams of
ihe Historical
| Society  for the
| Snayder-Hammond
| House imchede iis
uSE m5 o inderpne-
live center of an
extension of the
Socictly s
Cupertino
Historical
Museum.
Although one can-

med visil al present, we will announce
through this nowsleiier any word we
receive that the home will be open to the
public. There is the distinc possibility
that the arca around the house will be
incorporated into county park land or an
open spaee preserve in the futune, with 4
irail runaing close 10 e Rouse.

Snyder Rancho

Meanwhile, 1the public can wisit the
Cuperting  Historical  Museum  from
Wednesdavs through Saturdays, 10 a0,
i | pom., ab the Quinlan Commuanity
Center, 10185 N, Stelling  Road,
Cupertine, (408] 973-1495, The cwrreni
exhibit, To Have and to Hold, feaiures
artifacts in the museum’s permanent ool-
lection. It includes: nwenorabilia from the
original Ficchetti Ranch, a kitchen area
where kids can try to identily the uses for
historic kitchen tools, itlems from the old
Cuperiing Store and San Anionio School
(one of the oldesi grammar schools siill
standing in the Valley) and vimage cloth-
ing woim by residents of this region.
Marilvn Baurrivdel

will miss you all!
Pria Groves, Past Presidenr

OUR OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS—MANY, MANY THANKS!

Each June, we eagerly welcome new members 1o the PAST Heritage Board of Directors. These fresh new faces join us with new
ieas and enthusiasm. But as we welcome these new people, it 15 also time 1o thank those who have served farthfully and are retir-
ing from our board at the end of their terms.

This vear our retiring Board members are Millie Mario, Carol Murden and Debbie Nichols, Both Millic and Carol also served
on the Histonic Resources Board and provided an excellent way for PAST to keep up with the issues coming before that board. A< a
member af the real estate commumity, Debbie helped us understand 1ssues and concems from that perspechive.

We are very grateful for all the hard work they cach contributed and hope that they will continue 10 support PAST in the future, We




OLD HOUSE RESOURCES PRESERVATION
Have you wondered where to find an old doorknob that would match your existing ORDINANCE

ones? How about a missing pulley for an old double hung window? Following the defeat of Measure G last

How lecky we are that in the Bay Area there are many souwrces of old, original build- | vear, the Planning Depanmen began work

ing paris.
A partial list includes,

on o new voluntary preservation ordis
nance, The idea of this approach is 1o
leave the existing 19700 ordinance

Artefact Design and Salvage $05-279-3Th6
: untavched and to ereate a completely new
Berkeley Arnchitectural Sabvape SI0-655-227T0 voluntary Register of Historic Homes.
Caldwell's faciory Outlet $15-350-6777 There will be benefits associnied with
Ohmega Salvage 410 204-0TH T ¢I1m':us.ing 1.r.'|| ]Ls.[.mn:’:«; h!.'ut.m: on the mew
Bissible Tribes Ot £50-530.9137 Register, including addivional allowable
- floor arca, exemption of expensive flood
Swvvy Salvage 310-655-8877 hazard resguiraments, and other minor zon-
Urban Cwe 310-559-3460 ing exceplions ot granted 1o other homes,
Whole House Building Supply and Salvage 650-328.873 In addition, demolition and inappropriate

remedeling of the home would be pernma-

[t is amaang what vou can find, and a1 very reasonable prices. Benefits of re-using acisily. prohibited Divelopment of s

old materials include: limiting land-fll volume, good cconomy, good sesthetics and a

pond fecling.
Marien Bernsiern

The other EI Escapardo Clrcle homes'
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new ordinance was procecding  micely,
with a draft version reviewead by the HRB
in May and a Council hearing expected
sone e this sumner,

Thenin lnfe Moy a few rumblings of eppo-
sition began 1o emenge, As inthe Mezme G
campaign, the charges were mostly based
o misinformatien, Quoting from the 1990k
ordinance language (not from the proposed
pew sectionh, opponents again maised the
specter of homes being regulated withost
OYWTET Sonsenl.

Suddenly, over Memornal Day weekend,
Ed Gowll, the Dirggtor of Plunning and
Community Environment, anneunced that
e was postponing the new ondinance in
order 1o allow time for mong community
consensus building. It is obvious he
feared that the curremt Council climate
wirild not allow the ordinance o move
forward in the Bce of this barmage of
opposition.

With Eds pending deparure, the fuiure
of the new peeenvation onlinange is wier-
tain. Ed had espenence elsewhere in
working with a voluntary ordinance and
was confident thar he could make it work
here, Without his support, the effort may
well be shelved permancndly, YWe can only
hope that Eds replacement will continue
o chimpron a strengthenad ordinance and
willl eventimlly be suoeessful in moving for-
ward with preservation in our Community,

Prin Gy



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Mow through September 30—

Tools af the Trade af the Musenm of American Heritage

351 Homer Avenne, Pala Afto, CA

G50-321- 1004

Coopers, joiners, wheelwrights, saowyers and blacksmiths used handiools to suc-
cesstully crafl thewr fimished work. The cumment exhibat spothighits the skills and
tools of craftsmen and their role in the development of the Bay Area. The muse-
um is open Friday-Sunday from 11 am. 1o 4 pom, Admission is free,

Saturday and Sunday, August 25 & 26—
Pale Alte Festival of the Aris,

10 am, to & pam, Elfversity Avenue

Be sure to stop by the PAST able. See you there!

Sunday, October 7—

FProhibition an the Peninsula—Clifford Walker

200 pons, Livcde Srern Anditorim

Join the Palo Alte Historical Association to hear Clifford Walter, author of Oee
Eve Closed and the Other Red, The California Bootlegging Years tell about
“enforcement’™ of Prohibition in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

Ongoing

The Presidio Trust in San Francisco hosts historical tours and events including
a program on the recent ecological restoration of a tidal marsh a1 Chrissy Field
that was missing for over one hundred vears. Look for their events calendar at:
hitpsMwoww, presidiotrust, gov

PAST Heritage Board of Direciors
Marilyn Bawriedel Shert Moody
Moariin Bemstein Shgron (Nvwn
Dave Bwbamik Seeve Saiger
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