
The Hamilton Avenue Post Office

The community spirit shown by PAST’s membership, docents,
donors and Board produced a spectacular Holiday House Tour
on December 9th. Your time, effort and financial support made

historic preservation visible to over 500 attendees.
Our next effort involves the sale of the Hamilton Avenue Post Office.

The USPS has asked PAST to hold a preservation covenant for this
1932 Birge Clark building. The covenant will be bound to the deed
and will ensure the preservation of the Mission Revival exterior in-
cluding the roof and arcade as well as the interior lobby.

Holding a covenant is both an honor and a responsibility. Non-
profit preservation groups are normally paid a stewardship fee by the
seller which covers all of the non–profit’s expenses, both foreseen and
unforeseen. The former include participating in the City permit ap-
proval process, monitoring the construction/remodeling and conduct-
ing an annual inspection.  Unforeseen expenses include hiring
independent construction experts, consultants and attorneys.

PAST is currently discussing a stewardship fee with the nearly
bankrupt USPS. Should this fail, we’ll request such a fee from the
buyer, the City of Palo Alto. PAST has worked well with the City as a
gratis covenant holder for the Children’s Library. Because this project
involved an enormous amount of work and had potential fiduciary li-
ability, PAST requested a stewardship fee from the City when later
asked to hold the covenant for the College Terrace Library remodel.
The City refused, but we still monitored the construction carefully
and independently hired a structural engineer to correct an element
which would have marred the historic interior design of that WPA
building.

The Hamilton Avenue Post Office resonates on many levels with
Palo Altans. PAST’s goal is to work diligently in a professional man-
ner to preserve this landmark building and to avoid mishaps such as
the ones at Edgewood Plaza, 433 Melville or 564 University. We hope
the community will support PAST in this effort.z
Margaret Feuer
Palo Alto–Stanford Heritage President

Info: Tom Johnston: johnston@swllp.com & Margaret Feuer: portulaca@earthlink.net
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One Million Thank Yous
Homeowners, Docents, Visitors, Members and Donors – the

list is long of people to whom we owe thanks for a wonderful

25th Holiday House Tour. Over 500 attendees experienced the

importance of preserving the historic architecture and charac-

ter of Palo Alto. Their comments were telling:

“I attended the holiday house tour and have

to say that it was the best ever.” (Attendee)

“The choice of houses

provided great 

variety—something for

everyone. Great and

abundant refreshments

too.” (Docent)



“The tour was quite a success! People

had such a good time asking ques-

tions, appreciating works of art and

enjoying my family’s home.”

(Owner)

39 Crescent Drive

975 Hamilton Avenue

855 Hamilton Avenue

419 Maple Street

860 University Avenue

900 University Avenue

Be sure to visit the PAST website at www.pastheritage.org for
more pictures and descriptions of our Holiday House Tours!



Friday, Saturday and Sunday through August 18 —
Fiber to Fabric: A History of American Textile Production,

11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Museum of American Heritage, 
351 Homer Avenue. Free.

Sunday, March 3, 2 p.m. — Jane L.athrop Stanford, Palo
Alto Historical Association, Lucie Stern Center, 1305
Middlefield Road. Free.

Sunday, March 17, 7:30 p.m. — The Albany Consort

Baroque music. For tix: www.womansclubofpaloalto.org

Sunday, April 7, 2 p.m. — Palo Alto Trees, Palo Alto His-
torical Association, Lucie Stern Center, 1305 Middle-
field Road. Free.

Sunday, April 28, 7:30 p.m. — Wu Han Music@Menlo.

For tix: www.womansclubofpaloalto.org

Monday, April 29 7:30 p.m. – Mayor’s Proclamation of

Preservation Month, City Hall Council Chamber.

Saturdays, May 4, May 11, and May 25, — Walking

Tour, time and place to be determined. Contact Hayley
Stevens for more information: hes.stevens@gmail.com,
or check our website: www.pastheritage.org

Sunday, May 19, — Centennial Plaques and Preservation

Awards, 1– 3 p.m. Guest speaker, author Dave Wein-
stein, Palo Alto Woman’s Club, 475 Homer Ave.

1st & 3rd Wednesdays – Historic Resources Board, 8 a.m.
City Hall.

PAST Heritage Board of Directors

President: Margaret Feuer
Secretary: Judith Mattingly
Treasurer: Cheryl Lathrop

Historian: Steve Staiger
Professorville Design 
Guidelines Committee: Natalie Loukianoff
Public Advocacy: Grace Hinton
Webmaster: Carolyn George

Tom Johnston, Ellie Mansfield,
Janet Peacock, Haley Stevens

The Month of May Is Preservation Month

Mark your calendars for the events listed below. See you there!

EDITOR:  Margaret Feuer,  LAYOUT: Carolyn George, CONTRIBUTORS: Margaret Feuer,
Cheryl Lathrop,  PHOTOS: Carolyn George, Lolly Osborne, Palo Alto Historical Association,
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PAST Heritage is a nonprofit organization advocat-
ing the preservation of the historic architecture,
neighborhoods, and character of the greater Palo Alto
Stanford area through informed citizen involvement
and education.

Membership insert
follows.



Lifetime

James Baer
Sarah & Tom Clark
Kay Culpepper
Joseph & Meri Ehrlich
Margaret Feuer
Catherine & Dan Garber
Pria Graves & George Koerner
Ellie & Bruce Heister
Gale Henshel
Hewlett–Packard Corp.
Grace Hinton, Architect
Millie & Ernest Mario
Roger L. McCarthy
Leslie McLaren
Antoinette Pitman
Anthony Tam
Caroline Willis & James Cook

Patron
Clark & Kathy Akatiff
Bern Beecham & Cheryl Lathrop
Donna Bohling & Doug Kalish
Ralph Britton
Marda Buchholz
Beth Bunnenberg
Alice Erber & Robert Steinberg
Nancy Ferguson
Cathie & Mike Foster
Monty & Judy Frost
Betsy Gifford
Tom & Peg Hanks
Jinny Henke
Kelly and Randolph Hicks
Nancy & Joseph Huber
Lee & Carol Lippert (Lippert &

Lippert Design)
Ellie Mansfield
Judith Mattingly
Karen & Bruce McCaul
William Reller
Luana & Steve Staiger
Robin Sutton
Susan & Jim Sweeney
Janet Wright

Our Members

Sponsor
Laurie Baldwin
Molly Meschke
Brenda Miller
Miriam Palm
Sallie & Bob Tasto
Carolyn Zlotnick

Family
Maria Abilock
Ron & Elaine Andrews
Kaaren & John Antoun
Christopher Arnold
Brigid Barton
Marilyn & Bill Bauriedel
Susan & William Beall
Bill & Sue Beaver
Jack & Nancy Bellin
Ann & John Bender
Bonnie Blythe
Olive & John Borgsteadt
Betsy Cameron
Ken & Pat Carlson
Jack Carsten
William & Joan Chace
Lydia C. Choi
Robert & Susan Christiansen
Christine Clark
Linda D. & Dean T. Clark
Sarah & Tom Clark
Katherine Clark
Marc & Margaret Cohen
Allan & Karen Connel
Bill & Rachel Cox
Gary Cunningham
Laura Dansbury
Stephanie & John Day
Julie Dubbs & Sherrie Jester
Sally Dudley & Charles Sieloff
Shirley & James Eaton, Jr.
Sharon & Leif Erickson
Lynne & Tim Farrell
Jan Fisher
Pat & Chet Frankenfield
Bob & Betty French
Betsy & David Fryberger

Linda & George Garbarino
Barbara Geibel
Carolyn & Brian George
Dennis & Ruth Gilroy
Chris & Steve Goldner
Helen & Tom Gracon
Doug & Alison Hagan
Eric & Elaine Hahn
Ruth & Ben Hammett
Lauri Harper
Gwen & Michael Havern
Reo & John Haynes
Joyce McClure & Andrew Hertzfeld
Edward Hickey
Linda Romley–Irvine & 

Perry Irvine
Robert & Joan Jack
Barbara & Robert Jackson
Tanya & Robert Johnson
Patricia Jones
Charles & Christy Junkerman
Irene Kane
FNU Kaustuv
David & Ruth Ann Keefer
David & Maureen Kennedy
Mike & Stephanie Kinoshita
Ellin Klor & Hal Jerman
Fred Kohler & Kuo-Jung Chang
N. H. Kordsmeier, Jr.
Claire & Ed Lauing
Barbara Lawson
Judy Leahy
Mary Jo & Leonard Levy
Dorene Loew
Barbara & Bill Lucas
Todd & Melissa Maki
Paula McFarland & Bart Anderson
Jane Miller
Pam Miller & Cindy Stokes
Charlene Morrow
Janice Morton
Dena Mossar & Paul Goldstein
James Odonohue & Beverly Sarver
Vic & Mary Ojakian
Franklin & Jean Olmsted
Elizabeth & Martin O’Malley
Barbara Peters

We'd like to thank all of our new and returning members for their support. We're
proud to have 408 members, an increase of 160 over last year. Welcome aboard! 



Howard & Sally Peters
Sandy & Jerry Peters
Robert & Diana Plummer
Bonnie & David Pollard
Tim & Lorinda Reichert
Burton Richter
Diane & Joe Rolfe
Steven & Karen Ross
Tom & Patricia Sanders
Sandy Santandrea
Kathy Sarconi
Bob & Julia Schoettle
Anna Sklovsky
Andrea B. Smith
Dennis & Ellen Smith
James & Karen Smith
Marian Sofaer
Eugenia Stanker
Chris, Jana, Reed & 

Hayley Stevens
Vicki & Larry Sullivan
Marilyn Sutorius
Mary & Larry Sweeney
Louise Thursby
Ann Trueheart
Joan Urquhart
Paul Valdmanis
Ron & Catherine van Zuylen
Jim & Eileen Wall
Scott & Barbara Wallace
Cindy & John Wallbrink
Richard & Deanna Walston
Jane Watkins
Allan & Kitty Wilson
Toni Wisman & David Schwartz
Tom & Ellen Wyman
David Zhang

Individual
Janis Andrews
Barbara Beebe
Liz Bernal
Harriet Berner
Dawn Billman
Janice Bohman
Sue Brinton
Connie Brookner
Karolyn Brosz
Yvonne Burtness
Katie Cameron
Janet Case
Vicky Ching
Robyn Crumly
Janet Dafoe

Jerrie Devore
JudyAnn Edwards
Ellen Ehrlich
Kathleen Elkins
Nancy Ellingsen
Carolyn Emmerson
Elaine Evans
Susan Farrell
Bambi Fernandez
Elizabeth Fischbeck
Roberta Fox
Lisa Fremont
Mel Froli
Betty Gerard
Kate Godfrey
Gordana Pavlovic
John Morrow Hackmann
G. Robert Hamrdla
Aleta Hanna
Harry Hartzell
Ruta Henard
Gloria Hom
Barry Lee Johnson
Judith Kays
Barbara Klein
Liz Kniss
Carole Kraiss
Marion Krause
Nicole Lee
Janet Leyte–Vidal
Natalie Loukianoff
Nancy Lund
Nancy Martin
Barbara Mason
Gaelyn Mason
Merele McClure
Jeanne McDonnell
Viole McMahon
De Modderman
Sherilyn Moody
Robert Moss
Debbie Nichols
Betty Oen
Lolly Osborne
Jack Parkhouse
Janet Peacock
Enid Pearson
Merry Phillips
Susan Phillips
Daryl Popin
Hunter Priest
Jane Redlefsen
Emily Renzel
Terry Rice

Sandra Rickard
Jean S. Robertson
Dick Rosenbaum
Margaret Rosenbloom
Elisabeth Rubinfien
Margo Schmidt
Joy Scott
Rosalie Shepherd
Linda Sides
LynetteSkelton
Lydia Sloan
Clare Smith
Wihelimina Smith
Jody Sorensen
Laurie Spaeth
Toni Spencer
Verna Spinrad
James Stauffer
Jon Stedman
Darlene Stoops
Angela Street
Jan Strohecker
Susan Sullinger
Betty Summers
Amy Syed
Meryle S. Thompson
Mary Beth Train
Betsy Tullis
Patricia Vadopalas
Aino Vieira da Rosa
Ann Vollmer
Fran Wagstaff
Martha Wallace
Carol Warner
Connie West
Jackie Wheeler
Lanie Wheeler
Susan Bright Winn
Gail Woolley
Colleen Wright
Kris Zavoli

Thank you to our Holiday
House Tour donors!
Hobee's 
Il Fornaio 
Monique's 
Peninsula Creamery Grill and 

Restaurant
Barbara Schroeder of 

MacArthur Park 


